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      East Yorkshire 

     Guide Association
Guiding and the Internet : 

an Introduction to creating

 your own website

HEALTH  WARNING

Surfing the World Wide Web is addictive and may damage your health.

Dianne Davies 

CREATING YOUR OWN WEBSITE

A WEBSITE consists of one or more PAGES; if there is more than one page, then they are joined to each other by LINKS.  You will probably also want to link your website to other similar pages on the WORLD-WIDE WEB (WWW) : you can do this by making direct links yourself, and arranging for them to link back to your site (RECIPROCAL LINKS) and by joining WEBRINGS.

There are two basic ways of creating web pages :

1) By using a WYSIWYG EDITOR (What You See Is What You Get) 

2) By typing in your own HTML (Hypertext Mark-up Language) from scratch. 

Both methods will produce a satisfactory webpage, both have their advantages and disadvantages, and the final decision at to which you use is entirely up to you. 

(WYSIWYG editors (such as Yahoo pagebuilder, Macromedia Dreamweaver, Microsoft FrontPage or Publisher, etc.,) will produce a finished web page in a relatively short time. They are usually very simple to use and ideal for anyone who wants instant results and knows little about web page construction or design. 

In some cases, however, they may prove difficult or time-consuming to edit once uploaded onto your server; 

(WYSIWYG editors write the necessary HTML code for you, but often produce unnecessarily complex scripts which can be prone to glitches; 

(WYSIWYG editors vary in complexity and the simplest ones (which are best for beginners) sometimes can’t carry out some of the refinements that make for an attractive web page, e.g. centring your page. 

(HTML, on the other hand, can be as neat as you want to make it, and so is less prone to glitches: any errors are likely to be down to you, not some program you have no control over.

(Basic functions like centring your page are easy.

(You can create a basic web page using only a few simple sets of TAGS.

(HTML is, however, a programming LANGUAGE and as such has to be learnt, although you don’t have to commit it all to memory at once. There are some excellent on-line tutorials available (free) and hard-copy crib sheets are a good idea!

CREATING A BASIC PAGE

(First you have to decide on a website HOST service for your page.  You may be able to have your site hosted by own Internet service provider, or there are lots of websites which offer FREE WEBSITE HOSTING : Yahoo!Geocities, Xoom, and Angelfire are the “Big Three” or you can type free+website+hosting into any Internet search engine and see just how many you get to choose from. 

I generally use Geocities for a variety of reasons (I have recently (12/2000) given Freeservers a try and it seems OK); whichever you decide to go with, follow the on-screen instructions for registering and launching your own website.

(Next, you need to assemble a collection of IMAGES in GIF or JPG format – backgrounds, buttons, clipart, photos etc., and for ease of access and upload, save them all into a new folder on your hard drive or floppy. 

On-line UK Guiding clipart can be found at

    http://holdernessrangers-resources.freeservers.com  and 

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Valley/5170/clipart.html

and may be copied and used on your site – follow the on-screen instructions for copying to your own files.  Once you have decided what images you are going to use, you will need to save them onto your website host’s server – instructions will come with whichever service you choose. 

(Have a ROUGH idea of what you want your site to say before you start. Try to visualise your site – it is OK to just let it “grow” but there are a few pages which are a “must:”

(an index page, which will almost invariably be saved as index.html and which will serve as the entry point to your whole site.

(a links page, to join your site to others

(other pages such as Webrings (if you are going to join a lot, don’t put them all on the index page as they will slow down loading – give them a page of their own), News,  Ideas, etc. – whatever you want to do and you think would be better on a page of its own.

YOUR INDEX PAGE

The index page or HOME PAGE of your site is the point at which everyone will enter – make it interesting and eye-catching, rather like the cover of a book that you want people to read!  

You will have to decide on a 



(THEME for your website



(TITLE (graphic or text) 

(BACKGROUND and background colour



(TEXT COLOUR etc.

(If you change your mind later, e.g. if you find a better background etc., you can change your page if you want to.)

(If you have decided to go with a WYSIWYG editor, you will need to upload the finished pages onto your server if that is where you are putting your site, or if you are using one of the “free” providers, in most cases you will be reminded to save as you go along.  In the case of the free services, you will also need to upload your images before you create your page. If you have a collection ready, it is a good idea to upload them all at the beginning. Remember, you need to keep your GIFs and JPGs reasonably small (in memory) as the larger the image the longer it takes to download for viewing and if it takes TOO long the average casual surfer will get fed up and move on elsewhere. 

(Please be aware that screen sizes and resolutions vary, and putting “this site is optimised for a resolution of..”  is a “cop-out” and no-one is going to reset their screen just to view your site.  To try to cater for this, centre your page if possible, and if you are going to have a fixed width do not exceed 800.

(If you have chosen to write your own HTML, your pages will be more flexible in that they can be written so as to allow the page to adjust for whatever screen width and resolution it is being viewed at. You will still have to upload all your images to your chosen host server: they will have allocated you a certain amount of memory “space:” Yahoo/geocities currently allow you 15MB, which is far more than you are ever likely to need!! 

(NAVIGATION is the means of getting round your site. 

Some people like to use FRAMES, a system which leaves a navigation bar down the side or across the bottom/top of the site like a frame, which stays put when you move from page to page.  Unfortunately it has to be set up very precisely, and if the HTML is not done properly, Frames pages can leave you trapped in the frame long after the rest of the website has been left behind.  There are far more people out there who HATE frames than the number who swear by them! 

A much simpler and less potentially frustrating method is to put a simple NAVIGATION BAR across the bottom of each page of your site: once one such bar has been constructed, all you need to do to add it to each subsequent page is to cut-and-paste the HTML. Alternatively – and visually more interesting – you can use graphic BUTTONS for the same purpose. 

Whichever system you use, the navigation needs to be LINKED to the URL of each page in your site. A WYSIWYG editor should do this for you, although you will have to type in the relevant URLs, and it is relatively simple to type in the HTML links as well. The basic format is :

Nav. Bar :  
<A HREF=“*URL of page*”>*Name of Page*</A>

Nav. Buttons:
<A HREF=“*URL of page*><IMG SRC=“*name of button.gif*” ALT=“*type in name of button*” width=“*size in pixels*” height=“*size in pixels*” border=“0”></A>


If you decide to have a go at typing in your own HTML, you will need some basic HTML TAGS: if you work through the attached HTML tutorial sheets (printed out from my website) you will find it a lot easier than you thought! 

“NETIQUETTE”

This rather American term is nevertheless an important factor in good practice when surfing the web and also when constructing your own website.

There are a number of factors to bear in mind. 

PRIVACY : 

(Don’t put anything, such as exact locations, times or phone numbers etc, on your website; have an email contact address so genuine enquirers  can get in touch with you to find out these details and you can vet them first. 

(Don’t use the girls’ full names : if you want to put names on (and the girls do like it) use first names only (there must be MILLIONS of Katies and Lauras out there!) or initials, or nicknames are even better. 

(Photos can make a website – if a picture is worth a thousand words, a photo is even more expressive! You should get permission if possible (not always possible in the case of old photos) although if you find it hard to recognise someone on a photo, someone who doesn’t know them won’t be able to either!!

COPYRIGHT:

(The Web has millions of pages and gazillions of images, but they were all created by SOMEBODY!!  Lots will display a  (  symbol,  but I cannot see how it can be enforced – even major (and mega-rich) organisations like the Disney Corporation are unlikely to haul you through the courts over a cartoon of Mickey Mouse, at worst you will most likely simply be asked to remove the offending image.  Much more likely, they will never ever know. But YOU will know. If you can’t create your own stuff, there are plenty of people out there in cyber-land who will be only too happy to do it for you, and won’t charge you a penny.  Just do a web Search and type in “free+graphics” and take your pick from the 406 websites and 34,161 pages that come up with Yahoo alone!  Otherwise, help yourself from the Guides’ clipart sites already given.

If you see something on someone else’s site that you like, don’t just help yourself – email them and ask if you can use it. They will most likely be so flattered that they will email you right back and grant permission and you can go ahead with a clear conscience.  (It is common courtesy to add something along the lines of “picture by kind permission of…” and a link back to their site.)

SOME USEFUL URLs

GUIDE SITES

WAGGGS






http://www.wagggsworld.org/





Guide Association UK






http://www.guides.org.uk/





The Best of Guiding UK






http://www.guidinguk.com





Internet Safety Guidelines






http://www.guides.org.uk/resources/safe.htm





East Yorkshire Guide Association






http://www.eyga.org.uk





Holderness Rangers






http://www.holdernessrangers.org.uk/





Guiding Resource Pages






http://holdernessrangers-resources.freeservers.com

SEARCH ENGINES

Yahoo!






http://www.yahoo.com/





Yahoo!UK






http://www.yahoo.co.uk/





Ask Jeeves






http://www.askjeeves.com/

HTML HELP PAGES
My “Anything Pages”






http://www.geocities.com/dianne_davies/





Site Solutions (another one of mine….)






http://www.geocities.com/site_solutions_uk/





HTML Toolbar






http://www.thetoolbar.co.uk/





HTML for Idiots





http://www.geocities.com/SiliconValley/Campus/1924/

VIRUS ELIMINATION
Antivirus Online






http://www.av.ibm.com/ 
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