FUNDRAISING STALLS

Assuming you don’t want to make stuff to sell, here are some other options.

GAMES OF CHANCE

We do sweet tombolas quite a bit and they never fail (however with the current obesity debate it may not be such a good idea.) We buy about £40 of childrens’ sweets at cost price.  We then fill 100 jars (collected from parents/friends etc) with at least 25p worth of sweets, some would be considerably more. Tickets are 25p each or 5 for £1.  All children not winning are given a lollipop. 

How about a chocolate tombola? It goes down a treat at our fundraising events.  Prizes from a bar of chocolate to a jar of nutella or a box of chocs

Also a "prize every time tombola" 50p a go prizes (begged, stolen, donated) wrapped in pretty paper.

Dice-a-roo I'm not exactly sure what was involved, it got a bit complicated! I think that depending what number they rolled on the dice they won a prize/ extra go etc.


Guess the teddy bear's name/birthday
Guess birthday of the **** - sell dates out of an old diary

We have two packs of playing cards and lay one pack face up on the table. Little prizes ranging from a sweet to a couple of things costing about £1 are put on the cards, one item on each card. We charge 10p per go and the customer picks a card from the second pack, face down. Whatever prize is on the card identical to the one picked, they win. Therefore everyone gets a prize every time. Very popular with youngsters.

Catch a prize: Have lots of strings on offer, some have prizes attached (out of sight).  Pay 10p to pull a string & win whatever is attached.

Find the hidden treasure: Take a shallow box filled with sand. The box is then marked off with thread (vertical and horizontally) to make squares. The edges of the box are marked with letters along the horizontal edges e.g. a, b, c, and numbers on the vertical edges.  The idea is for people to place a stick (ice lolly stick) in the square. You have a list of the 'lucky' squares and if they put the stick in one they get a prize. The stick remains in the square.  Depending on the size of the box and squares determines how much you could possibly make.


Treasure map - girls draw a map and only they know where the treasure is (last time we used the idea from the list of chocolate money in a chest). The map is marked off into squares and people 'buy' a square - very popular this!
Treasure hunt - squares, wee flags in the grass etc
Raffle - sometimes on a theme (all prizes were red!)
Lucky dip? 

Tombola? 

Bottle tombola (from whisky to bubble bath)

Pick a lolly 

GAMES OF SKILL

Rolling foil wrapped mini eggs or other round-ish sweets onto a target - you keep the mini egg & maybe win a small prize if you hit the spot.  Could do with marbles instead.


Fishing game (pick up metal things with fishing rods with magnets on – could be tokens like “your money back”, “have another go”, “win a prize” or “better luck next time”)


Coke race: need fishing pole with a curtain ring on the end and race to stand up the bottle of coke.  Winner keeps the bottle

 
Crisp / chocolate tasting; try say 6 & try to identify. Anyone who gets all of them wins a small choccy bar or bag of crisps. No more than one go each!


Dropping coins in a bucket of water if I can remember how it works!

I think the money in a bucket game was something like you put a couple of 10ps in the bottom of the bucket then we drop 2ps in and if we cover a 10p, we get to keep it.

What about a lemon floating in a sweet jar full of water.  Try to balance a coin on it, its harder than it looks, but it can be done.  We did this at an event and all ages had tried and failed stating it couldn't be done.  Then a little boy of about 4 years came along and placed his coin and it stayed there.  He couldn't understand why I
was so excited, he was the only person to do it all day.

Bounce the ping pong ball into a jam jar (have maybe a sweet or 10p in the bottom) if you get the ball in you win whatever's in the bottom.


Ping pong balls into tray of jam jars sweets in some jars

One which always seems successful is the number of marbles which we can get through the hole in the top of a plant pot using a spoon in a set time limit, say 30 seconds.


Park the car - (one of our dads made the 'garage' - which is just hardboard divided up into lanes) it's on a slight incline and each lane has marked 'win another go' 'unlucky' 'win a sweet' etc. – we had about six lanes and you 'push' a toy car from the top to 'park' it (this is a bit more difficult to explain than I thought!).

Football – 25p for 3 goes, prize for each time you get the ball to hit the target.  Or you can buy a “Beat the goalie” game which is an inflatable “goalkeeper” with a hole in the middle.  You fill the base with sand so he stands up & then try to kick the ball through the hole.  Can use a cardboard box with a hole in, on the same principle.

Guess the number of sweets in a jar, or the weight of the cake, or the weight of the pumpkin, or the cost of the shopping basket etc.  Closest wins the jar/cake/etc.

Roll a coin.  Roll a 2p coin onto a sheet which is divided into squares.  Some squares say “bad luck”, some “have another go” and others have an amount on (2p – 10p ish) which a player wins if their coin lands there.  Works better if you have ramps to roll the coins down.  


Splat the rat!

Take a length of pipe (about 4-6 inch diameter), raise one end of it off the ground in order to create a slope. (Try something like an A-frame or tripod). Make sure that the bit the pipe comes out to is smooth, so that the rat will keep its momentum going and 

keep 'running' after it has gone through the chute. Supply a (probably soft) bat that can be used to hit the rat. The rat can probably be made out of tights (stockings, whatever - I'm sure you know what I mean), you may need to weight the end (it was a long time ago that I was involved in making a one of these) - so long as it will run smoothly through the chute and out the end.  Alternatively try a ready made “toy” one, often found full of catnip in pet shops!

The idea is to 'catch' the rat rather than just hit it, so the bat comes down on the rat on the smooth section at the end of the pipe, and holds it there.

Open the box: Can you find the key to the box? A large bunch of keys is on offer. Open the box within the time limit to win whatever is in it!

Jigsaw race – Anyone who can complete a small jigsaw within a time limit wins a prize.

Car race – needs 2 remote control or pull back cars.  Set up a small race track & two people compete against each other to win the race.  Winner gets a small prize.

Tin can alley: Traditional fairground game. Knock down the entire stack of tin cans and win a prize.

Match the pet to the owner (photos or in real life)

Match the baby photo to the guide/guider

Balls in buckets,
Wet sponges -
Basketball / netball – prize for each goal from a set distance
Obstacle courses
Coconut shy

Ten pin bowling

Tiddlywinks

Quiz sheets

Mini Basket Ball 

Shove Ha'penny

Quoits

Hoopla – hoop the prizes

Beat the buzzer

Pin the tail on the donkey (or flame on the trefoil…)

THINGS TO DO

Face-painting

Make a paper plate mask 

Colouring competition

Nail painting

Makeovers 

Temporary tattoos

Hand or foot massage

And probably the most unusual of all was Madam Zelda's fortune telling booth, complete with palm reading and crystal ball - hilarious.

At my niece's school they do every year a stall which uses digestive biscuit (or you could use rich tea) and icing (which is made up by an adult) and is put on the biscuit by the child.. There are small plates with sweets on e.g hundreds and thousands, jelly tots, smarties, laces, etc. Children pay 10p to decorate the biscuit (usually they make faces). The are jugs with warm water which the knives for spreading the icing are kept 'warm'. There is always a queue at this stall!

BIGGER EVENTS

Beetle drive

Race night

Quiz night

Fashion show

Silent auction

Dutch auction

Promise auction

Duck race

Balloon race

Bag packing

Body shop party (you get commission)

Sponsored events

Pay-to-take-part fun day

Design a badge & get it made to sell

District or area personalised calendars to sell

Collect recyclables such as printer cartridges or aluminium cans & sell them to a recycling company.

OTHER IDEAS


You could maybe get a 'star' prize from a local business e.g. hairdresser's voucher, meal from a restaurant etc.

The Baker Ross catalogue has some good ideas for small fund-raising games - you don't have to buy the stuff, just use the ideas.

